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OREGON MEDICAID 


FamilyCare 
will end 
operation 
in January 


Elliot Njus The Oregonian/OregonLive 


A Medicaid provider that was poised to sever ties with 
the state at the end of the year has agreed to a 30-day con- 
tract extension, its chief executive said Thursday, giving 
its 113,000 Portland-area clients more time to transfer to 
another health carrier. 

FamilyCare president and CEO Jeff Heatherington said 
the coordinated care organization had reached an agree- 
ment with the Oregon Health Authority, the agency that 
oversees the state’s Medicaid program, to continue operat- 
ing until Jan. 31. 

“We'll lose money in this process, but from our point of 
view, the clients come first,” Heatherington said. 

The Oregon Health Authority confirmed the arrange- 
ment Thursday afternoon and said it had already begun 
the work of transferring FamilyCare members to other car- 
riers, a job it expected to complete by Feb. 1. The two orga- 
nizations have long battled over reimbursement rates, with 
FamilyCare saying it wasn’t receiving enough funding to 
remain solvent. 

Under the terms of the extension, Heatherington said 
FamilyCare would receive reimbursement for care under 
the health authority’s 2018 rates, plus $5 million. 

SEE MEDICAID, A9 
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A&E 
Portland’s Restaurant 
of the Year is Han Oak 


The anything-goes Korean restaurant from 
Peter Cho and his wife Sun Young Park 

has become the city’s most vital dining 
establishment. A&E10 


SPORTS 


NCAA alleges Ducks 
violated rules 


The NCAA has alleged that Oregon’s track 
and field, football and women’s and men’s 
basketball programs have committed 
significant breaches of conduct. B1 


LAKERIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 


SPEAKING 


UP 


Sabrina Achcar-Winkels said she was ostracized by her peers for reporting dance team hazing in 2014. Dave Killen, staff 


Everton Bailey Jr. 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Taissa Achcar-Winkels worried that 
her 14-year-old daughter’s initiation onto 
the Lakeridge High School dance team 
wouldn’t go as planned, but she couldn’t 
believe what she saw when she stumbled 
upon the scene. 

This wasn’t a scavenger hunt or obstacle 
course, as the coach had assured her. 

Kids were throwing water balloons at 
blindfolded girls or soaking them with 
water guns. Some of the girls were scream- 
ing for them to stop. The girls wore trash 
bags over bikinis and wrestled on tarps 


with boys yelling obscenities. 
Achcar-Winkels had dropped off her daugh- 
ter for the initiation sleepover at a senior’s 
home and then gone for a run on her regular 
route past the high school. The girls weren’t 
supposed to be there, but she noticed famil- 
iar faces among dozens of teens congregating 
near cars in the school parking lot with music 
blaring. She stopped to see what was going on. 
The fallout from that balmy night in 2014 
led to a federal lawsuit filed by the Ach- 
car-Winkels family and a $70,000 jury award 
in November to daughter Sabrina — one of 
more than a dozen girls subjected to hazing 
by seniors on the team. 
SEE HAZING, A8 


“I hope rm 
making a path 
for other kids 
... to be able 
to speak and 
know they did 
the right thing.” 


Sabrina Achcar-Winkels 


Developments 


All southbound lanes of Interstate 5 near 


Six Amtrak crash victims hire Chicago law firm 


Allan Brettman The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Six people in Monday’s Amtrak train 
crash have hired a Chicago law firm with a 
track record of seeking personal injury dam- 
ages against airline and rail companies, a 
first step toward a likely lawsuit. 

“Given the series of similar Amtrak derail- 
ments over the past few years, the safety cul- 
ture of Amtrak must be thoroughly reviewed 
and analyzed,” Michael Krzak, partner in 
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Clifford Law Offices, said in a news release 
Thursday. “Continuing systemic failures or 
failures in procedures or training protocols 
are not acceptable. The repeated failures 
must come to an end.” 

The law firm is the first known to have 
been hired after three men were killed 
Monday south of Seattle when the train 
barreled into a 30-mph zone at 80 mph. 
The train was making the inaugural run 
along a fast, new 15-mile bypass near 


DuPont, Washington, on the Seattle-Port- 
land route. The crash sent 72 people to hos- 
pitals, 10 in serious condition. The train 
carried 85 passengers and crew members; 
five cars and two trucks also were damaged 
when the train careened off the tracks onto 
Interstate 5 below. 

Krzak, in an interview, declined to discuss 
his clients. He said his firm would focus ini- 
tially on Amtrak safety procedures. 

SEE TRAIN, A9 


DuPont, Washington, are now open after crews 
cleared the roadway, inspected the rail bridge 
and reinstalled the damaged guard rail. 


Washington Gov. Jay Inslee says Amtrak 
President Richard Anderson told him the rail 
company will pay the costs associated with a 
deadly train derailment, as well as medical and 
other expenses of the victims. 


Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., says she will seek 
a congressional inquiry into Amtrak’s safety 
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practices. 
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